Introductory Activities

Create a scavenger hunt.
List items to be found.

Set up a search match.
Show items to be
matched.

Whole Newspaper

Make an alphabet book.
Find sets of pictures and
words. Classify the
pictures and words.

Letters and numbers
come in many sizes.
Make a display of them.

Find the longest words
and list them. Divide the
words into syllables.

Start a collection of
guotes.

Headlines

Road stories and write
your own headlines.

Create a letter hunt.
Make a hunt of vowels,
blends, suffixes, etc.

Create crossword
puzzles using words in
headlines.

News Section

Take a trip with a
famous person in the
news. (Politicians,
sports figures and enter-
tainers do a lot of travel-
ing) Where are they
going and why?

Find the continents in the
news and locate them on
amap. Find the coun-
tries in the news and lo-
cate them on a map..

Sequence current events
by the time they
occurred. Classify them
by location. Decide if
stories are “good” or
“bad” news. Good or
bad for whom?

Comics

Classify comic
characters young/old,
male/female.

Create a favorite comics
survey and graph the
results.

Cut up comics, and then
sequence the segments.

Editorial Page

Analyze Cartoons.

Read “Letters of the
Editor” then write your
own.

Select a favorite
columnist and explain
why you selected him/
her.

Determine whose
opinions the editorials
represent.

Pictures

Classify photos by
subject and emotion.
Guess what the photo us
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about, then read the
caption.

Name game....

Write down names of
people in the news than
see if you can match
them to pictures.

Make a bulletin board of
“What’s Happening?”
Write stories to go with
the photos.

Name the nouns in a
photo. What verbs can
be found in the caption?

Weather

Find the city with
highest and lowest
temperature.

Fronts.....

Where are they coming
from and where are they
headed? How high will
the waves be on the lake
tonight?

Display/Classified Ads

Match prices in grocery
ads.

Be a comparison
shopper. Create a
shopping game using
coupons with the highest
and lowest value.

Pick a job you like from
the Help Wanted section.

Role-play a job interview.

Sports

Entertainment

THE REPORTER

We've Got Vou Covered!

307 Derstine Avenue
Lansdale, PA 19446

Newspaper|215-855-9750

Interview a favorite
athlete.

Write a column on your
favorite sport.

Final score.....

Try adding, subtracting
multiplying and dividing
Scores.

Look at sports statistics
and develop some for
your school or class
teams.

Solve a problem sent to
an advice columnist.

Write your solution.

Pick your favorite prime
time show. Make a
survey of your favorites.

Create a crossword
puzzle for food, sports,
etc.

Weave Got You Covered!




”
7
”
v
’

’

'

Kindergarten
Activities

Look through the news-
paper and find pictures of
ten things you have in
your house. Cut out
these pictures and paste
them on paper. Label
each picture.

Cut out letters of the al-
phabet from the newspa-
per headlines to spell
your first and last name.
Paste onto paper.

Find pictures of appli-
ances that run on electric-
ity. That means they
need to be plugged in!
Cut them out and paste
them onto your paper.
How many did you find?
How many of these do
you have in your house?
Can you write the names
of them?

How many happy people
can you find in the
newspaper? Cut out all
the pictures of happy
people you find and paste
them on your paper. Do
the same for all the sad
people. Why do you
think these people are
happy or sad?

Look through the news-
paper and cut out all the
letters of the alphabet.

Paste them in alphabeti-
cal order on your paper.

First Grade
Activities

Draw three circles the
size of dinner plates on
your paper. Using the
newspaper, cut out foods
you would eat for break-
fast, lunch and dinner.
Paste the foods you have
cut out onto your break-
fast, lunch and dinner
plates.

Some people live where
it is warm all year long.
They live in a warm
climate. Cut out four
pictures of clothes you
would wear in this warm
place. Now, cut out four
pictures of clothes you
would not wear in this
warm place. Write a
sentence about why you
wouldn't like to live in a
warm climate.

Look at the food ads.
Find the names of 8
things you can eat and
drink. Cut these names
or items out of the
newspaper and paste
them into one of each of
eight boxes you have
drawn on a piece of
paper. Put a happy face
on your favorite food.

Can you find different
shapes? Cut out five pic-
tures from a newspaper.
Paste these pictures onto
a piece of paper. In each
picture, see if you can
find: squares, triangles,
rectangles, circles, ovals.
Use a crayon to go over
any shapes you find.

Find and clip numbers of
the same size in the
newspaper and paste
them to a paper plate to
make the face of a clock.
Can you find any exam-
ples of numbers used to
tell time in the newspaper?

Second Grade
Activities

Find the comics in the
index of your newspaper.
Turn to the comics and
cut out two cartoons.
Paste the cartoons on
paper and erase the
words. Write your own
words in the balloons.
Have a friend read your
cartoon.

Find pictures of transpor-
tation and cut them out.
Paste them on paper and
label each picture. Can
you think of any other
kind of transportation? If
s0, list them and draw
pictures of them.

As part of a lesson on
safety, clip ten newspaper
pictures of things that can
be dangerous such as:
scissors, knives, ropes,
power tools, etc.

Look through the news-
paper and cut out as
many words as you can
find that describes size.
Paste them on your
paper.

Look through the news-
paper and find one exam-
ple of a long vowel and a
short vowel sound for
each of the five vowels.
Clips these words from
the newspaper and paste
them onto your paper.

Third Grade
Activities

Find five pictures of
things that cause pollu-
tion. Cut them out and
paste them on your paper.
Write two or more sen-
tences on how you can
stop pollution. Can you
label each kind of pollu-

tion you have found?

e Choose a newspaper arti-
cle in the paper and paste
it onto your paper. Now,
circle all the different
punctuation marks used
in the story. Make a list
of each of the punctua-
tion marks used.

e Who is the President of
the United States? Try to
find a picture of the
President in the newspa-
per. Cut out any pictures
of the President you find
as well as the name of the
President. Paste these
pictures onto your paper.

e Find as many weather
words as you can and clip
them from the newspa-
per. Illustrate or draw a
picture for each word you
have cut out.

e Using the newspaper, cut
out ten words that have
double vowels. Paste
these onto your newspa-
per. Do the same for ten
words that have blends.

Fourth Grade
Activities

e A noun is a name, per-
son, place or thing. Find
ten nouns on the front
page of the newspaper.
Write sentences for each.

e Look through the news-
paper and find ten differ-
ent ways numbers have
been used. Cut these out
and paste them onto your
paper. Label each of the
ways numbers have been
used.

e Turn to the sports section
of the newspaper. Clip
from the paper all the
synonyms for "win" and
"lose" you can find.
Paste these onto a sheet



of paper.

e Choose two pictures
in the newspaper
showing emotion.
Cut these out and
paste on your paper.
Now, describe the
pictures using sound,
smell, taste and feel-
ing words.

e Pick two stories on
the front page of the
newspaper. Answer
the following ques-
tions: When did the
story take place?
Where did the story
take place? What
happened? Who was
involved? Why is it
newsworthy?
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Fifth Grade
Activities

Find the lost and found
column in the newspaper.
Choose one item that has
been lost or found and
write a short story about
the item: how was it lost,
who found it, where did
they find it, etc.

Look through the news-
paper and find the
following: 5 stories from
the cities outside of
Rochester, still in New
York, 5 stories from
states other than New
York, 5 stories from
countries other than the
United States. Write the
names of these cities,
states and countries down
on your paper and page
number you found them

on in the newspaper.

Find and clip ten plural
words in the newspaper.
Write the root word next
to each of the plural
words.

Using the newspaper, cut
out advertisements or
pictures from the paper
that show the use of
mathematics (example, a
pair of shoes-size
requires math.) Cut out
ten different advertise-
ments or pictures and
paste onto your paper.
Use a grocery ad from
the newspaper.

Choose five items that
you like to eat. Cut them
out of the paper along
with the price and then
add up the total cost for
all the items.

Sixth Grade
Activities

Make a list of at least 15
descriptive words you
find in the advertise-
ments. Compile a list,
write two paragraphs
describing something.
Use as many of the words
as you can.

Using the paper, locate
ten different abbrevia-
tions. What is an
abbreviation? Clip these
out and write what they
represent.

Look at the weather map
in the newspaper. Predict
the weather for tomorrow
in five different cities.
Choose five different
headlines.

Rewrite each one as a
complete sentence. Put
in correct punctuation.

Locate examples of three
maps in the paper.

What information do
these maps give and why
are they in the paper?
Write you answer next to
the maps you have
clipped out and pasted on
a sheet of paper.

Seventh Grade
Activities

What is an antonym?
Look through the
newspaper and find five
different sets of
antonyms. Clip these
words from the
newspaper and paste onto
your paper.

Look through the
newspaper and find all
the maps. How many
were you able to find?
Choose an article you
have found in the paper
and draw a map to
illustrate that article.

Take a newspaper and
find three stories or
pictures about accidents.
Clip these stories/pictures
out of the paper. Paste
onto a sheet of paper.
How could each of these
accidents have been
prevented?

Locate a newspaper
article written in the
present tense and clip it
out of the paper. Under-
line all the verbs and then
rewrite the article in the
past tense. Clip ten ad-
jectives from the adver-
tising section of the
newspaper. Paste these
onto your paper and
beside each write one
synonym and one anto-
nym.

Eighth Grade
Activities

e Scan through your news-
paper and list ten
occupations which are
discussed. Don't use the
classified advertisements
for this activity!

e Find a political cartoon in
the newspaper that you
consider timely and inter-
esting. Write a new
caption for the cartoon.
Cut the cartoon out of the
paper and paste it onto
your paper along with the
new caption you have
written.

e Select three apartments
listed in the classified ads
for rent. Do the follow-
ing for each of the apart-
ments you have chosen:
compute the total rent for
a year for the apartments
you have chosen. Deter-
mine the average
monthly rent based on the
three apartments you
have chosen. Which of
the three apartments ap-
pears to be the better
choice for the money and
why?

e Plan a meal for a family
of four. Use the grocery
ads to compute the cost
of your meal.

e Imagine that you are in
charge of preparing a
time capsule that will be
opened in 200 years. Cut
items from the newspaper
that you think would tell
the most about our lives
today. Paste these items
on your paper.

Ninth Grade

Activities

e Pretend you are living in
a society in which there

are no newspapers.
Make a list of all the



appear in different
sections of the newspaper.

For instance, the jargon
used by the food editor
and the sports editor
would probably be quite
different. How?

An acronym is an
abbreviation for a phrase
and is formed from the
first letters of each word
in the phrase. For
example: GOP - Grand
Old Party. Look through
the newspaper and find
ten examples of
acronyms, clip them out
of the newspaper and
paste onto your sheet.
Write what it stands for.

Find at least ten examples
in which another
language has been used in
advertisements or articles.
Determine if the word is a
standard one in English, a
borrowing, or simply a
foreign word used for
effect.

Find a newspaper article
that is about each of the
following and clip them
out to paste onto another
sheet of paper: a meeting
of a government agency,
a press conference, a
disaster or unexpected
happening.

Tenth Grade
Activities

Clip ten pictures of news
items from the paper to
illustrate the various ways

tax money is spent.

Find newspaper examples
of paragraphs written in
present, past and future
tense. Be aware of
paragraphs containing
clumsy shifts in tense.
Clip your examples from
the newspaper and paste
them onto your paper.

Find the average cost of
renting a 1, 2 and 3 bed-
room luxury apartment
for a month, a year and
for five years. List your
reasons for classifying the
apartments as "luxury"
apartments.

Scan the front page of the
paper and see how many
phases of attribution you
find in the stories includ-
ing such phases as: he
said - repeatedly -
allegedly - an informed
source - it is reported -
according to - (underline
the phrases as you locate
them in the newspaper.)

Scan the datelines in the
newspaper and circle
those that are capital
cities of either states or
countries. Clip these
datelines from the
newspaper and paste onto
another sheet and list
what state or country they
are a capital of.

Eleventh Grade
Activities

Collect five newspaper
advertisements that
encourage savings. Put
these onto your paper.
Answer the following
questions: What ads
encourage savings? How
do the ads encourage

savings? What ads only
appear to encourage
savings? What are the
hidden costs?

e Choose an editorial from
the editorial page. Clip it
and paste it onto your
paper. Divide your paper
into two columns. On
one side of the paper
write down all the facts
listed in the editorial and
on the other side list all
the opinions.

e Look at the houses for
sale in the classified
section. Then do the
following. Identify the
section of the city in
which you live. Count
the number of houses
listed by area. Name the
section of the city which
has the greatest number of
listings and the least num-
ber of listings. Name the
area in which the homes
are most and least
expensive.

e Find two examples of
each of the four kinds of
sentences: interrogative,
declarative, exclamatory,
imperative.

e Using the newspaper,
collect advertisements for
products that were not
available twenty years
ago. Can you identify the
scientific advance that
have made this new
product possible?

Twelfth Grade
Activities

e Read the "Help Wanted"
ads and find a job that
lists a salary and calculate
the following: hourly
wage, daily wage, weekly
wage, annual wage and
wages over a three year

period.

Find examples of
editorials that were
written to inform the
reader, interpret the news
for the reader, entertain
the reader, and influence
the reader.

After scanning the
newspaper, choose five
news articles and write
new headlines for the
articles. After writing
new headlines, write new
"leads" to the news story
that begin with different
types of grammatical
constructions, such as a
prepositional phrase, a
noun clause, etc.

Teachers...
Did You Know?

e Students who read
newspapers
regularly are more
likely to become
active voters.

e  Children who
frequently read
newspapers are
more likely than
nonreaders to be
reading other things
in their daily life.

e Students who use
the newspaper in
school read more
sections of the
newspaper and
show significantly
greater interest in
local government,
neighborhood
events, current
issues and foreign
affairs.

THE REPORTER

Got vere




